
Reading Response Journals 
Download the free Reading Response Journal Pattern and other Reader’s Workshop 

materials from: (the prompts and lined paper are attached to this document) 

Teaching Resources – www.lauracandler.com/strategies/readingworksop.php 

Laura’s main site is:  www.lauracandler.com    

 

Suggestions for making the Reading Response Journals: 

• Books are made so that they are the size of a folded sheet of paper (finished size 8½ x 5½)  
• Reading Response prompts are printed so that they are on the inside covers (front and back 

of the journal.  Print on cardstock or construction paper for durability.  
• Print the lined paper back to back. 
• Include as many or as few pages as desired.  
• Staple down the middle.  
• Options for Reading Response Journal: 

o Have a single journal for one book (i.e. novel study)  
o Have a thicker journal for use as a general-use book to respond to a variety of texts  
o Use occasional responses as a means of formative assessment (call it a quiz 

response)  
o Consider using the journal to have students:  

 Make an entry both before and after the reading  
 Responding to a prompt of your choice  
 Responding to a prompt of their choice  
 Making “free” responses – let the students just “write” about their reading 

• Consider using other prompts on the inside covers of a booklet for students to respond to 
their writing.   
Sources @ www.readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com:  

o Critical Thinking-Reader's Response Questions 
for Fiction Texts  

o Literature Response Stems  
o Non-Fiction Reading Response Choice Board 
o Thinking Prompts for Responding to a Text - 

Poster and Cards  

http://www.lauracandler.com/strategies/readingworksop.php
http://www.lauracandler.com/
http://www.readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/


 



 


